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Eminent Speaker 
Profiles 
 

 

Prof. Tony Ridley 

Emeritus Professor of Transport Engineering, Imperial 
College London, United Kingdom  
 
Professor Ridley was the Professor of Transport Engineering 
at Imperial College (1991–1999) and Head of the 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering (1997–
1999). He has held Managing Director/ Chairman/ Board 
Member positions with the Tyne and Wear Passenger 
Transport Executive, Hong Kong Mass Transit Railway 
Corporation, London Transport, London Underground, 
Docklands Light Railway and Eurotunnel plc.  
 
Professor Ridley was a member of Task Force 10 (Science 
and Technology) of the UN Millennium Project, Senior 
Transport Advisor to the London 2012 Olympic bid, and is 
now a member of the Olympic Development Authority’s 
Independent Dispute Avoidance Panel. He is the Chairman 
of the Investments LLP for the Government’s Building 
Schools for the Future programme and the Chairman of the 
Steering Group of the Department for International 
Development’s Global Transport Knowledge Partnership. 
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Urban transport, developing countries 
and the role of the Global Transport 

Knowledge Partnership (gTKP)

Professor Tony M Ridley

Imperial College London
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Introduction

• Strategies for emerging cities

• Member – International Advisory Panel

• Chairman – gTKP

• Transport

• Role of gTKP – developing countries
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Urban Transport

• Transport sector

• Backbone for economic and social 

development

• Roads, ports, airports

• Large increases in freight and passenger 

movements

• Increases in wealth and living standards
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Urban Transport

• Strong demand for external assistance

• Asian Development Bank

• World Bank

• Hugh investments BUT more required
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Urban Transport

• Globalisation of the production of goods 

and services

• Adequate infrastructure

• Transport corridors

• Handling and logistics

• Mobility of labour, goods and services

• Reduced time and costs
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Urban Transport

• Rapid urbanization

• 2020 – four billion people

• 2500 cities, population exceed 100,000

• Economic growth

• Location and nature of demand for 
infrastructure and transport services

• Congestion

• Public transport, shorter trip lengths
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Urban transport

• Pedestrians

• Rising energy prices

• New technologies

• Smaller cars

• Motorcycles

• Bio-fuels

• Climate change

• New policies, strong institutions
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gTKP

• Sponsored by UK DfID

• Innovative

• Increase capacity of less developed countries

• Practitioners and decision-makers

• Website

• Practical application of good practice

• Global BUT

• Initial focus on Asia and sub-Saharan Africa
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gTKP themes

• Environment and climate change

• Finance and economics

• Governance

• Road safety

• Rural transport

• Social development

• Urban transport
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gTKP delivery

• Website and help-desk

• Registration

• Theme Champions

• E-newsletter

• Workshops and conferences

• ADB transport forum

• www.gtkp.com

• Both good and poor practices; case studies

 


